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2006 Voter Guide – U.S. Senate
NJ Citizen Action surveyed NJ’s incumbent US Senator and challenger(s) vying to represent NJ in this year’s election for US Senate.  We asked them about and researched their specific commitments and positions regarding issues that are important to our members.  Candidates were mailed, (both electronically, where available, and by hard copy), and were contacted by phone requesting their responses.  Incumbent candidate Robert Menendez completed the survey, challenger Thomas Kean, Jr. did not.  Candidate positions that were researched are cited as such and those marked “No Response” indicate that the candidate did not answer and/or that NJCA was unable to determine their stance based on our research efforts.

* - Incumbent

	2006 NJ Senate Race
	Robert Menendez* (D)
	Thomas

 Kean Jr. 

(R )

	• Social & Family Security
	
	

	I □ support □ oppose privatizing social security, including replacing Social Security’s guaranteed benefits with private investment accounts.  I □ support □ oppose diverting Social Security tax revenues to private accounts.  
	oppose
	support


	I  □ support □ oppose the “Healthy Families Act” (S 1085/HR 1902) that would guarantee seven paid sick days per year for full time employees and a pro-rata number for part-time employees.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose the Paid Family and Medical Leave Act (HR 3192) that will provide employees with pay while they are on leave protected by the Family Medical Leave Act (FMLA) of 1993.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose The Fair Minimum Wage Act (S 1062/HR 2429), which would amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide for an increase in the federal minimum wage.
	Support
	No Response


	• Quality Health Care
	
	

	I □ support □ oppose reforming the Medicare Modernization and Improvement Act of 2003 so that it would provide for a prescription drug benefit administered by and provided through Medicare; eliminate the program’s current “donut hole” in coverage; allow Medicare to negotiate drug prices; offer stable drug formularies that do not arbitrarily change; and remove punitive lifetime penalties imposed on enrollees for missing enrollment deadlines.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose legislation – such as HR 676 – that would establish a publicly-financed public health insurance plan that provides comprehensive health care coverage to all residents of the United States.
	Support

	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose The Medicaid Community-Based Attendant Services and Supports Act (HR 910/S401), which provides individuals with disabilities and older Americans with equal access to community-based attendant services and support, so that they can remain in their homes and receive the care they deserve.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose comprehensive managed care protection legislation—also called a “patients bill of rights”—that includes the right to sue a health care plan and does not preempt stronger state managed care legislation.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose minimum staffing requirements in hospitals and nursing homes that would guarantee higher levels of quality of care.
	Support

	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose expanded federal funding of embryonic stem cell research to create new stem cell lines and to support research with new lines, through which major medical advancements such as treatments for juvenile diabetes, Parkinson's and spinal cord injury could be made.
	Support 


	support


	I □ support □ oppose women’s reproductive freedom, including access to safe and legal abortions.
	Support
	No Response


	• Fair Banking & Housing
	
	

	I  □ support □ oppose Congressional action to reverse the Office of the Comptroller of Currency’s ruling to pre-empt national banks from state anti-predatory lending laws like the one we have in New Jersey.
	Support
	No Response


	I  □ support □ oppose strengthening the Federal Home Ownership and Equity Protection Act (HOEPA) so that federal laws would include protections of strong state laws such as those in New Jersey.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose increased funding for the section 8 housing program in order to address the growing need for affordable housing for seniors, the disabled and low income working families.
	Support
	No Response

	The Senate Appropriations Committee approved a bill that would increase funding for the Department of Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD’s) homeless assistance programs by $185 million in fiscal year (FY) 2007 to over $1.5 billion. This amount represents a 13 percent increase over the FY 2006 funding level and follows on a $209 million (15 percent) increase that was passed by the House of Representatives last month.  I □ support □ oppose this increase in funding for the homeless.
	Support
	No Response

	• Line Item Veto
	
	

	I  □ support □ oppose the Line-Item Veto Act of 2006 (S 2384/HR 4890), which  would amend the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, giving the President authority to reject or rewrite provisions of legislation affecting entitlement or mandatory programs and the power to cut funding to various discretionary programs. 
	Oppose 
	No Response

	• Campaign Reform
	
	

	I  □ support □ oppose the Clean Money, Clean Elections Act (HR 3099) that would reform the financing of Federal elections by creating a constitutional publicly financed campaign system, providing public funds to candidates in a federal election.
	Support
	No Response

	I □ support □ oppose a voluntary statewide public campaign financing system for New Jersey’s legislative offices. 
	Support
	oppose


	• Budget and Tax Issues
	
	

	I □ support □ oppose fully funding the Labor/Health and Human Services/Education Appropriations Act (HR 5647), which makes appropriations for the Departments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education, and related agencies for the fiscal year.
	Oppose
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (DRA), signed into law February 8, 2006 by President Bush, which cut services to the poor in order to fund tax cuts for the rich.
	Oppose 
	No Response

	I □ support □ oppose repealing the estate tax.
	Oppose
	No Response


	I □ support □ oppose extending the reduction of the capital gains and divined tax.
	
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose the Budget Process Overhaul bill (S 3521), which (1) establishes new budget rules and procedures, forcing cuts to vital programs and (2) institutes a line-item veto giving the President unprecedented power to cut funding to appropriated programs and reject provisions of legislation affecting entitlement programs such as Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security, while at the same time giving tax cuts to the wealthy.
	Oppose


	No Response

	• Telecommunications
	
	

	I □ support □ oppose ensuring that the Internet, which has revolutionized the flow of commerce and information, remains an engine for innovation by enforcing the principle of Network Neutrality and prohibiting telephone and cable companies from charging creators of websites and internet services extra for high-speed delivery of their services, giving preferential internet treatment to their own high-end services and/or slowing down or blocking access to others.
	Un-
decided

SEE ABOVE
	No Response

	I □ support □ oppose legislation that preempts the ability of local governments to negotiate over their public “rights of way”.
	
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose the following statement: Any legislation allowing companies to obtain statewide cable franchises must require that the company provide universal access to broadband services – access for the entire franchise territory – within a reasonable amount of time.
	SEE ABOVE
	NO
RESPONSE

	• Education
	
	

	I  □ support □ oppose full Funding for IDEA Now Act of 2003 (HR 823) which will amend the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act to provide full funding for assistance for education of all children with disabilities.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose proposals to help school districts hire more teachers and finance school repairs and construction to reduce class sizes.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose school vouchers, which divert money from public schools to private schools, as a viable means of improving overall student outcomes and educational achievement.
	Oppose 
	No Response


	• Energy Policy
	
	

	I  □ support □ oppose a temporary Windfall Profit Tax on oil companies that have been enjoying record profits since the recent surge in global oil prices.
	Support
	No Response

	I □ support □ oppose increased regulation of the energy and utilities sector.
	Support
	No Response

	I  □ support □ oppose increasing our reliance on a diverse mixture of existing renewable resources in order meet the nation’s energy needs in future decades.
	Support
	No Response

	• Immigration
	
	

	I □ support □ oppose immigration reform that includes a path to citizenship for hard-working, tax-paying immigrants.
	Support
	No Response

	I □ support □ oppose immigration reforms that ensure all workers access to fair wages and affordable health care.
	Support
	No Response

	I □ support □ oppose federal funding of health coverage for legal immigrants.
	Support
	No Response

	• International and National Security
	
	

	I  □ support □ oppose the National Security Surveillance Act of 2006 (S 2453), which amends the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978, allowing the President to authorize electronic surveillance without a court order and thus further eroding civil liberties in the name of national security?.
	Oppose
	No Response

	I □ support □ oppose setting a date for troop redeployment from Iraq.
	Support
	No Response


� While in the State Legislature Kean, Jr.,  voted against State Resolution 94, Memorializes Congress to reject privatizing Social Security. �Resolutions and Concurrent Resolutions Filed w/Sec. of State.


� While on the State Legislature Kean voted against increasing the minimum wage.   S2065 Increases the minimum wage; creates New Jersey Minimum Wage Advisory Commission.    


� Menendez on NJCA Question # 10 regarding  HR 676 – that would establish a publicly-financed public health insurance plan that provides comprehensive health care coverage to all residents of the United States:


“I support the goal of expanding access to health care coverage to as many America's as possible at the lowest cost possible.  One of the first bills I introduced in the U.S. Senate, S.2270, would help hard working families who find themselves between jobs and unable to afford health care coverage.  I am also working to increase coverage for uninsured parents by extending the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP), and help Americans nearing retirement buy into Medicare.  


� Supports appropriate and safe staffing levels


� Star Ledger, Page 4 Section 10 October 6, 2006.  Each time a vote came up in the legislature he claims to have voted in favor of stem cell research.  


� Id. Opposes partial birth abortions.  


� While in the State Senate, Kean voted in favor of the “New Jersey Home Ownership Security Act 2002.


� Kean voted against A1 Establishes “New Jersey Fair and Clean Elections Pilot Project.     


9 North Jersey.Com.  Tom Kean supports making all the tax cuts permanent, and repealing the estate tax entirely.


� Menendez's written response to NJCA Candidate Questionnaire 


I support the continued development of and increased access to information infrastructure, including a national broadband policy that leads to increased development of broadband technology in all areas of the country.  I am currently reviewing the details of the bill that passed the Senate Commerce Committee to determine whether it meets these goals. 


� Star Ledger, Page 4 Section 10 October 6, 2006.  Kean says he would support efforts at the state level that would create projects for school districts that are failing. 
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