Remarks by Patrick Morrissy, Chairman of the Housing and Banking Committee of New Jersey Citizen Action
To me the great test of how our state moves into the future lies in how we treat our urban neighborhoods. If putting an end to sprawl and encouraging smart growth are to become reality, then we must make our urban neighborhoods good places to raise a family. 

The challenges of creating vital, vibrant city locations are obviously real, but I want to focus on just a few today. For these places to stabilize and achieve revitalization, need to eliminate vacation problem properties. We need to increase urban and minority homeownership and we nee to bring convenient services to those neighborhoods. 

I have spent all of my adult life working on these challenges. I know how tough they can be. The organizations that I worked with have achieved some real noteworthy successes and we know who our allies in this ballet are. Senator Jon Corzine is clearly one. 

In Citizen Action’s campaign to assist the first-time homebuyers who were cheated by unscrupulous and predatory real estate con artists – Senator Corzine was there to help us. He brought the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to the table as a partner. 

A new enacted state law – The Abandoned Properties Rehabilitation Act – creates a fresh opportunity for communities to deal with the scourge of vacant problem properties. These properties can destroy neighborhood quality of life and rob families of hope for the future. With Senator Corzine’s pledged commitment and past track record, I believe that he will help us use the powerful tools in this Act to speedily bring about the vibrant and vital and urban neighborhoods we all want to see. 

For these reasons and many others, I am happy to participate today in delivering the endorsement of New Jersey Citizen Action to US Senator Jon Corzine, our candidate for Governor. 

