2011 Candidate Questionnaire for State Senate & Assembly

Please Type or Print Clearly
Candidate Name Nellie Pou
Dffice & District Songht Senate, 35th Legislative Digtrict
Party Affiliation Democrat _
Campaign Contact Garol Cuadrado
Phone (973) 247-1555
Fax (973) 247-1550
! Emall Nelliepou@aocl .com
Manmgm P.0. Box 2696
Clmmte&z‘l’c“d’ Paterson, New Jersey 07509
Name of Individnal Fflling Nellie Pou
~ | Out Onestionnatre

legislative races?

Circle appropriate answer
Election Reform: .
{1) Do you Support/Qppose vphmtary public financing (clean elections) for New Jersey’s

Oppose

(2) Do you Support/Oppose banning the practice of "wheeling,” which would prohibit the
transfer of political action committee (PAC) funds from one PAC to another?

UL ANG Xatl

Oppoze

(3) Did you Support/Oppose $2937/A4133, which made various changes to pension and health
care benefits for public employees? '

Support
{4) Do you Support/Oppose the

I am uncertaimay to the meaning of "contributions" in this question. "I support the

rollactive bargaining rights of public employzes, wherein
contributions are negotiated rather than imposed by leglslation?

Oppose

rights of public employees to collectively bargain their contracts.
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(5) Do you Support/Oppose legislation to guarant2e & mmimum number of aarm’.d paid slck days
farall NJ workers?

Oppose

(6) Do you Support/Oppose upholding New Jersey’s law on family Jeave insurance?

" o

1)) Do you Support/ Oppose increasing the minimum wage for all NJ workers and mdexdng itto
increases in the vost of living?

‘ This may not be the right time to do this, howeve

{8) Do you Support/Oppose allowing towns and municipalities to opt-out of Civf! Service (A2580)?
sppr

Quatity, Affordable Health Care:
{9) Do you Support/Oppase 52899, which would restore State funds for family planning services
and would reinstate Medicald coverage for such services?

Opposs

{1 0) Did yeu Suppon/bpposa A3636/SZ443 which saeks to establish a Medicaid Accountable
Care Organimon iACO) demonstration projact within the Department of Human Services?

Oppose
{11) Do you Support/Opposa A1930/52553 the "NJ Health Benefit Exchange Act,” which seeks to

.establish 8 tew consumerfriendly marketplace where individuals and small businesses can shop
for hedlth insurance?

Oppose

{12) Do you Support/Oppose Governor Christie’s proposal to apply for a federat Medlcald Waiver
that would allow the state to cut parent eligibility for N} FamilyCare from 133% to 25% of the
Federal Poverty Line?

(13) In the FY2011 Budgec Gavarnor Chris Christie ellminated acress to Nj FamilyCare for all legal
mwmigrant parvents who have not held logal resident status for at least 5 years, Do you
Support/Oppose restoring access for all legal immigrant parents to NjFamilyCare?

Oppose
IR UIG SEEd =30k

(14-) Do you Supportleppaseme Nl Law Ramion Commygsion’s recent landlardltenant project,
which would rewrite all landlord/tenant Jaw if snacted by the Legislature?

upport Oppose
I will need to review the report of the Law Revision Comm1s31on before making a decision.
(15) Do you Support/Oppinse Linked Deposit legislavion where a financial institution’s eligibility
for business involving State funds is tied to fts lending practices and community reinvestment
standards? This would incentivize lending institutions to better serve disadvantaged borrowers
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{including first time homebuyers, smatl business owners, women and minoyitias) in the form of
the State’s financial deposits.
{ Oppose

| which
In the FY2011 Budget Governor Christle eliminated the Mortgage Asgistanice Program,
;()igziides grants to qua?igd agancies to provide forecloaure prevention services tncludulzlg o
counseling, legal assistance, assistance with loan modification and other activities az we. “ts
provide emergency loans to homeowners experiencing difficulty making mortgage payn;:: ist:s a
resule of temporary hardship, Do you Support/Oppose restoring funds to the Mortgage nce
Fond?

Provided sufficient funding is available.

Oppose
{17) Howdo ou propose to agsist homeowsters who have lost thelr homes due to foreclosure and
are unable to rent an apartmment or purchase a second home due ta their damaged credit?
This scenario creates and extremely difficult situation for these individuals. There is no easy answer that

will address the problem, however. Making this situation even more troublesome is Governor Christie's
cuts to social service programs that will make it much more difficult to receive any assistance. -

 (18) Do you Support/Oppase Governor Christie’s FY2012 Budget?
s
"(19] In the PY2011 Budget Goveraor Christie parmanently reduced the State Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) to 20% from 2596 of the federal level. Do you support reinstating the stote £1TC vo
25% in FY¥2013 Budget?
’_ Oppose
(20) Do you Support/Oppose restoring the FY2010 state income tax rate, which incressed the tax

rate from 6.37% to 89% for thosa making between $400,000-$500,000; from 8.97% to 10.25% for-
those making between $500,000 and $1 million; from 8.97% to 10.75% for those making

‘$1million and above? I would only support a true millionaire's tax --
Support oppose which would increase the rate above $1million.

(21) Do you Support/Oppose adjusting New Jersey’s income tax to more closaly reflect ability to

Oppose’

(22} Do you Suppart/Oppose the deregulation of telecommunications and cable industries as
outiined in S2664/A37867 -
Oppose |
(23) Do you Suppert/Oppose full funding for New Jersey’s Universal Service Rund, which sets
elactricity and gas rates for NJ's low income familiez basad on income and energy usage?
upport - Oppose

(24) Do you Support/ Oppose averior Christie’s QLfhiBs o 1eke $LEURAIGH of FRBayRR T2tepavers.
money fromi NI's Clean Energy ¥und, which is designated to finance energy efficiency -
N Citizen Actlon PAC 3



improvements {n businesses, hames und creatingjobs, to plug nonrelated shortfalls i inthe FYZO 11
budget? : .
Support _Oppose

(25) Do you Support/Oppase 52032/A1188, which would ban formula based uttlity rates for all
utililes including elsctric cumpanles and water and sewerige aumorlties"

Support ‘

(26} Do you Support/Gppose private school vouchers?
-

{27) Do you Support/Oppose giving local comimunities the ability to decide if a new charter
school should be able to open and draw students and resources from their district?

" oo

(28) Do you Support/Oppose incraasing the financial and educational u‘anspardncy and
accountability of all chmer schools?

! Oppose :
(29) Do you Support/Oppose atiowing for-profit entines to manage public schools‘?
Support

(30) Do you Support/Oppose the Opportunity Scholarship Act (51872/A2810), whick would
establish & pflot program In the Deparement of the Treasury to provide tax credits for
contributions to entities that provide tuition scholarships to children in certain urban enterprise

zane mumapal!tfes?

ot o)

(31) Do you Support/Oppose provldmg ln-mts tuition to students having graduated from New
Jersey high schoals but who do not have Social Security numbers?

o
(32) Do you Support/Oppose providing access to universal early childhood education and
adequately funding the program? .
Oppose

{33) Do you Support/Oppose the Schoal Funding Reform Act of 2008, Mﬁch distributes state aid
to schools based on enrollment, with extra resources going to districts with higher concentrations
of children in poverty, special néeds or limited English pmﬂmn:y?

? Oppose
ggg Do you Support/Oppose fully funding the School Funding Reform Act’s formula for education

Oppose

Auln Insurance:
{35) Do you Suppon/Oppose 8170/A1747, which would ban the use of ocr.upatlon and education
NJjCitizen Action PAC |



as rating and underwriting factors in New Jersey’ s auto Insurance markat?
Oppose

(36} Do you Support/Oppose legislation that establishes marriage equality, granting same-sex
relstionships equal status under New Jersey law? - -

| oo

(37) Do you Support/Oppose the rights of people injured by medical negligence to be treated fairly
by the court system?

" Oppose |

(38) Do you Support/Oppose preserving the right of New Jersey auto accident victims to receive
medicai care from doctors and medical professionals of their ck;oosing? :

oo

(39) boyou believe that a strong ch justice system is important for injurad consumers?

Yes

{40) Do you Support/Oppose any weaketring of New Jersey's Consumer Fraud Act?

Support

Pleage Provide Any Additional Information or Comments:

/8/ Nellie Pou

ﬁndidam Signature

Date: _Sept _16. 2011

Please feel free to add any additional comments on raverse side or separate sheet.

~Thank you for your response~

Please fax completed questionnaire to Jackie Cornell-Bechelti, N} Cltiren Action
Lagtsiative/Political Director at 732.214.8985 or jackiec@njcitizenaction.ary by Friday,
September 16, 2011
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